RESOLUTION OF THE SAN XAVIER DISTRICT COUNCIL

{(Recognition and Protection of the Sacred O:sad [Jaguar] and Call for Reintroduction to its
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Native Range)
Resolution No. SXDC 01-25-03

O:shad (Jaguar) has since time immemorial played an irreplaceable role among
the flora, fauna, ecosystems, and culture of the Tohono O'odham (Desert People)
and other Native American Tribes of the greater Southwest United States; and,

First Nations of Indigenous peoples have made compelling arguments that the
spiritual and ecological roles of apex predators such as wolves, pumas, bears,
ocelots, and jaguars are intertwined in their traditional ecological knowledge, and
illustrate how cultural practices promote biodiversity and environmental
stewardship; and,

First Nations of Indigenous peoples have made the compelling arguments that
wildlife, trees, rivers, and mountains are sacred to them and should be granted
"personhood" and the legal rights associated with if; and,

the Tohono O'odham and their sister O’odham Tribes have long revered the
O:shad as an important figure in O'odham Himdag (Way of Life) and spiritual
practices, considering the jaguar not only a guardian of the people and the natural
world but also a sacred being with deep connections to O'odham stories and
traditional beliefs; and,

jaguars are regarded as protectors of the people and symbols of ecological and
spiritual balance in the O'odham culture, reflecting the values of strength,
resilience, and connection between humans and the natural world; and,

ancient O'odham traditions, stories, and songs passed down through generations,
as documented by O'odham scholars such as Danny Lopez, speak of the jaguar
while others come from competent historians and ethnologists who have
corroborated in written form the oral histories of the traditional knowledge and

values of the O’odham; and,

O:shad is recognized by O'odham spiritual leaders and community members as a
powerful being sent by the Creator to maintain balance within the desert,
grassland, canyon and mountain ecosystems of the region as well as to maintain
spiritual order; and,












